Current concepts of the effect of oxygen on the developing retina.
The role of oxygen in the development of retrolental fibroplasia and the mechanism of oxygen changes in the developing retina are discussed. The primary effect of oxygen is one of Vascular closure and the secondary response, which occurs after removal from increased oxygen, is retinal neovascularization. A brief discussion of recent observations on the potential role of vitamin E in the prevention of retrolental fibroplasia is presented.